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Independent Legal Advice Voucher Program for Survivors: Roster of
Lawyers

DISCLAIMER

This list is provided for informational purposes only. To access legal services, you MUST contact our
intake team by email - voucherintake@schliferclinic.com, phone 1-855-226-3904 or through our
website - https://www.schliferclinic.com/contact-us/

Please note, lawyers will only schedule meetings with clients who have been approved by our intake
team

For any questions or concerns, please contact ILAVoucherlawyer@schliferclinic.com.
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Program Overview

The Independent Legal Advice Voucher Program is a referral-based program that connects practicing,
trauma-informed lawyers with adult survivors of sexual assault, intimate partner violence, human

trafficking or other forms of sexual violence seeking legal advice.

Lawyer List

e Adeboyin Adeniran
e Rebecca Akong

e Nahid Atrchin

e Sargam Baluja
Ghannia Bokhari
Karen Bellehumeur
Ken J. Berger
Joanna Birenbaum
Angela Chaisson
Neha Chugh
Madeline Cleland
Jen Danch

Leslie de Meulles

e Vanshika Dhawan
e Emily Dixon

e Ashley Dresser

e Samantha Eisen

e Erin Ellis

e Nora Fathalipour

e Natalie Gerry

e Jessyca Greenwood
e Kristy Hansen

e Mason Herberholz
e Abeer Iftikhar Malik
e Jacob Jesin

e Julianna Khou
e Heather Lawson

e Lisa Leinveer

e Atrisha Lewis
e Keara Lundrigan

e Ewan Lyttle

e Megan Mackinnon
e lauren Malatesta

e Anna Matas

e Cornelia Mazgarean

Anne-Marie McElroy
Sydney Mclvor

e Gabrielle McLaughlin

e JoAnn Meloche

e Kirsten Mercer

e Sonya Notturno

e Alexa M. Posliff

e Emma Rhodes

e Chanele Rioux-McCormick

e Lynn Ross

e Megan Schwartzentruber
e Abha Sharma

e Karen Isabel Simpson

e Megan Stephens

e Tiffany Thomas

e Christine Johnson °
e Wafa Khan °

Michael Wilchesky
Ava Williams

If you are a lawyer interested in joining the ILA Voucher Program Roster, please submit your application
here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ILAProgram

Adeboyin Adeniran

Adeboyin Adeniran is a lawyer in Ontario with experience in areas related to family law, sexual assault,

and access to justice. During articling, she supported client intake, conducted legal research, and
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assisted with file preparation, building a solid foundation in client-centred and trauma-informed
practice. Adeboyin is committed to providing compassionate, respectful, and accessible legal services,
particularly to individuals navigating complex and sensitive circumstances. Her approach to legal
practice emphasizes clear communication, confidentiality, and empowering clients to make informed
decisions about their rights and options. She has a strong interest in supporting survivors of gender-
based violence and addressing systemic barriers within the legal system. Adeboyin is particularly drawn
to community-based legal services that prioritize dignity, safety, and holistic support. She is eager to
continue developing my skills while contributing meaningfully to improving access to justice for
vulnerable and underserved communities.

Rebecca Akong

Rebecca is a litigator whose practice focuses on helping clients navigate complex and often high-stakes
legal issues with clarity and confidence. She is known for being both direct and approachable, and for
taking the time to ensure clients understand their options and feel in control of their decisions.
Rebecca’s work is grounded in a strong interest in fairness, process, and how legal systems respond to
harm—particularly where there are power imbalances or overlapping institutional and legal
frameworks. She brings a thoughtful, steady approach to sensitive matters and aim to create a space
where clients feel heard, respected, and supported. Outside of her day-to-day practice, Rebecca has
engaged in research and writing on institutional responses to sexual violence and the neurobiological
impacts of trauma on litigants. This research informs her understanding of the broader systems and
circumstances survivors may encounter. Rebecca is committed to providing clear, practical, and
compassionate legal advice tailored to each individual’s needs.

Nahid Atrchin

Nahid Atrchin is a trauma-informed lawyer with a focus on civil sexual abuse and assault litigation. As
an associate at Rochon Genova, she advocates for survivors in claims against individuals, institutions,
and religious organizations. Nahid brings a strategic and compassionate approach to her work, shaped
by experience on both the plaintiff and defence sides of litigation. She has conducted extensive intake
work, supported clients through complex legal processes, and appeared as co-counsel in motions and
trials. Fluent in Farsi, Nahid is committed to culturally sensitive advocacy that helps clients feel heard,
supported, and empowered in their pursuit of justice.

Sargam Baluja
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Ms. Sargam Baluja is an empathetic, patient and dedicated lawyer. She is committed to providing
personalized legal services to each client and to working towards the best possible outcome for their
situation. Sargam obtained her Honours Bachelor of Arts degree in Criminology, Sociology and
Psychology from the University of Toronto in 2018 and went on to earn her L.L.B from the University of
Birmingham in 2020. During her studies, Sargam volunteered at pro-bono groups, women's shelters
and local food banks. Sargam completed her articles at Pace Law in Toronto in personal injury and
litigation matters. With her experience in civil litigation and passion for family law, Sargam brings a
unique perspective to each case and strives to provide the highest quality of legal representation to
each of her clients. She has been a proud roster member at Legal Aid Ontario, specializing in Family
Law, Child Protection and Domestic Violence - Advice. She has now started her own law firm - Baluja
Law Professional Corporation that is founded on these principles. Her mission continues to remain the
same: ensuring every voice, especially the weakest have access to justice without the fear of retaliation
or continued harm from their previous life.

Karen Bellehumeur

Karen Bellehumeur was a Crown prosecutor for 23 years specializing in cases involving vulnerable
victims which included mostly sexual assault cases. Since 2018, she has been representing survivors of
sexual violence in criminal cases as well as in human rights and administrative proceedings (including
regarding abuse in sport). she received her PhD in Law in 2023 with her thesis entitled "Legal
Representation for Complainants of Sexual Violence in the Criminal Justice System: A Proposal to
Advance Women's Equality

Ken J. Berger

Ken J. Berger, M.D. J.D. has been a lawyer for more than 15 years. He has been a member of the ILA
panel for victims of sexual assault since 2016. He has had extensive and varied experience in criminal,
civil, and administrative law. Currently, he is able to provide ILA for victims of sexual assault.

Joanna Birenbaum

Joanna Birenbaum is a leading lawyer in civil sexual assault and institutional accountability. She has
extensive experience and expertise in representing sexual assault survivors in civil, criminal and
administrative (human rights, university/college, sport, workplace investigations, and other regulatory)
proceedings. She assists survivors in reporting to the police and represents survivors in the criminal
courts in records and sexual history applications. Joanna’s varied practice also includes employment
law, professional discipline and regulation, and constitutional test-case litigation. She defends sexual
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violence survivors and organizations that support them in malicious prosecution and defamation
claims. Joanna advises institutions and employers on sexual violence policies and procedures and
conducts human rights and workplace investigations. Joanna has appeared at all levels of court,
including the Supreme Court of Canada on numerous occasions. She was also counsel to the National
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation in its efforts to preserve the history of residential school abuses.
Joanna is the co-author of Achieving Fairness: A Guide to Campus Sexual Violence Complaints (Thomson
Reuters).

Ghannia Bokhari

Ghannia Bokhari is a Senior Associate Lawyer at Sanelli Law Group. She brings a rich and diverse legal
background to the firm, with experience in immigration and refugee law, family law, sexual assault law,
and international human rights law. Ghannia has extensive experience working in the legal clinic and
non-profit sector, providing service to vulnerable populations, especially survivors of gender-based
violence. Ghannia has supported clients in navigating intersecting marginalizations, such as
homelessness, discrimination, mental health, and criminalization. As such, Ghannia’s practice is
trauma-informed, and built on cultural competency and an anti-oppression/anti-racist framework. She
routinely collaborates with community partners to ensure marginalized individuals receive
comprehensive services. At Sanelli Law, Ghannia assists with a variety of immigration and refugee
matters, including refugee claims and appeals before the Immigration and Refugee Board, and judicial
reviews before the Federal Court. Ghannia also supports clients with preparing complex immigration
applications, including pre-removal risk assessments, humanitarian and compassionate applications,
and family sponsorships. Ghannia holds a Masters of Law (LL.M.) from Columbia Law School in New
York, USA. She earned her law degree (J.D.) from the University of Ottawa and a Bachelor of Arts
degree (H.BA.) from the University of Toronto.

Angela Chaisson

Angela Chaisson is a seasoned lawyer and anti-IPV advocate, with extensive experience providing
sexual assault survivors with ILA and legal representation.

Neha Chugh

Neha Chugh is a criminal, child protection, and family lawyer practicing in the East region. She has a
Bachelor of Social Work, from the University of Waterloo, a Masters of Science from the University of
Guelph, a JD and LLM from Osgoode Hall Law School, and is a PhD candidate at Concordia University.
She started Chugh Law Professional Corporation in 2014 and has represented clients at all levels of
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court and various tribunals, including interventions focused on gender based violence at the Ontario
Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court of Canada. Neha also serves as the prosecutor in the
Akwesasne Court and in 2021 was appointed to the Board of Governors of the Law Commission of
Ontario where she now serves at the Vice Chair. Neha was the 2022 winner of the prestigious Catzman
Award for civility in the profession. Neha was elected as a Bencher of the Law Society of Ontario in
2023 and serves on the Law Society Tribunal. Neha’s love of writing has culminated in pieces published
in the Advocates’ Journal, The Cornwall Standard-Freeholder, The IEEE Journal, and Law 360. She is
also the co-editor of the Criminal Lawyers’ Association’s For the Defence magazine, the Women in
Canadian Criminal Defence’s “Brew”, and is an associate editor of the IEEE Technology and Society
Magazine. Neha can assist clients in English and Hindi.

Madeline Cleland

Madeleine Cleland is a lawyer dedicated to helping survivors of sexual assault and abuse seek justice
and reclaim their power. Her practice focuses on civil claims against individuals and institutions,
including cases involving childhood sexual abuse and intimate partner violence. Madeleine understands
that coming forward takes immense courage, and she approaches every case with compassion, respect,
and a trauma-informed mindset. For survivors, the legal process can feel overwhelming. Madeleine’s
priority is to make it as safe and supportive as possible. She listens without judgment, explains options
clearly, and ensures her clients remain in control of their decisions. Her goal is not only to pursue
accountability but also to help survivors feel heard and validated throughout the journey. This work is
deeply personal to Madeleine. She knows the lasting impact of sexual violence and is committed to
breaking down barriers that prevent survivors from accessing justice. Beyond her legal work, she
advocates for systemic change and regularly engages in training on trauma-informed practices to better
serve her clients.

Jen Danch

Jen’s interest in social justice law emerged from her 10+ year career as a front-line social worker. She
holds a Master of Social Work degree from the University of Toronto and obtained her Juris Doctor
from Osgoode Hall Law School. Jen previously worked as a lawyer at the Ontario Human Rights
Commission, advancing the Commission’s systemic advocacy on racial profiling, barriers to
employment for refugees, poverty, and the Right to Read Inquiry. A significant portion of Jen’s practice
is dedicated to representing victims of violence, sexual assault and child abuse. This involves advocacy
in criminal proceedings and pursuing civil claims against the perpetrators and the institutions that
facilitated the abuse. She is a cofounder of Legal Advocates Against Sexual Violence (LASV).
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Leslie de Meulles

Leslie de Meulles is the founder and principal counsel of LDM Law Sudbury based law firm serving
clients in the Yukon and Ontario. Leslie's first career was with an Ontario Cabinet Minister as a senior
policy advisor and in communications. Since being called to the bar in 2017, she has worked with self-
governing First Nations in British Columbia, Northwest Territories, Yukon and Ontario where she brings
her governance expertise to law and policy development, and Constitutional drafting. Leslie is also
passionate about victim rights. She provides advice and representation to survivors of sexual assault
and supports communities in their response to crime, whether through creating community impact
statements or developing community policing initiatives. In addition to her law degree, Leslie holds a
Bachelor of Humanities from Carleton University, and a Master's degree in Political Theory from McGill
University. She is licensed to practice law in Ontario and the Yukon and speaks English and French. She
enjoys the outdoors and spending time with her partner, son, and their big goofy dog.

Vanshika Dhawan

Vanshika is a lawyer whose practise focuses on representing sexual assault complainants in both
criminal and civil proceedings. Vanshika has experience representing survivors in civil sexual abuse and
sexual assault claims, criminal hearings related to previous sexual history and records applications, and
in defamation proceedings. Vanshika also holds a Bachelor of Medical Sciences, in which she studied
the neurobiology of trauma, and a Master’s in Professional Communications, in which she researched
sexual assault and survivor discourses in the Canadian criminal justice system. As a student, Vanshika
was actively involved in advocacy around sexual and gender-based violence, work that she continued
on other campuses throughout her graduate and law degrees. In addition to her legal practise,
Vanshika volunteers as a Supervising Lawyer for the Legal Information for Sexual Assault legal clinic at
Western University, Faculty of Law, and as the Treasurer for the Board of Management at The 519, a
City of Toronto agency a City of Toronto Agency that supports the 2SLGBTQ+ communities in Toronto
and beyond.

Emily Dixon

Emily Dixon is a licensed barrister and solicitor who has practiced exclusively in the field of criminal
defence since 2014. Emily represents clients facing all types of criminal offences at trial and appeal. She
also routinely represents complainants and witnesses in criminal matters. Emily has appeared at every
level of court in Ontario. Emily earned her Bachelor of Arts from the University of British Columbia,
where she was a Dean's List Scholar. Emily graduated from the University of Victoria Faculty of Law in
2013 at the top of her class, earning awards for her academic achievement and community
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involvement. Emily is currently pursuing her Masters in Law, focusing on feminist legal studies, at
Osgoode Hall Law School. Emily is committed to gender equality, social justice and using the law as a
tool for social change. Emily has worked with sex workers and survivors of gender-based violence and
human trafficking in Toronto, Vancouver's Downtown East side and Kolkata, India, assisting with front-
line work, advocacy, non-profit governance and law reform. Emily continues to be engaged in the
community through pro bono and volunteer work.

Ashley Dresser

Ashley grew up in small-town, Southwestern Ontario and lived throughout Canada, from coast to coast,
before settling down in Toronto to establish her career. Before earning her law degree, Ashley focused
her education on scientific research (Hon. BSc and MSc in biochemistry) where she developed an
interest in ethics which motivated her to pursue a legal education. However, once in law school,
Ashley’s desire to help people in vulnerable situations and her sense of fairness led her to focus her
efforts in the criminal justice system. Over the course of her career, Ashley began applying her litigation
and problem-solving skills to the areas of professional discipline and workplace/ethics investigations. A
common thread throughout her career is the satisfaction she derives in telling her client’s stories and
achieving their desired outcomes. Ashley is especially passionate about working with youth and
women, helping them navigate the justice system with confidence and clarity. In her free time, Ashley
enjoys swimming, cycling, walks in nature and spending time with her dog, partner and close friends.

Samantha Eisen

Samantha is an effective advocate for her clients, using her background in psychology and experience
as both a family lawyer and civil litigator to help clients navigate difficult legal processes with a focused,
balanced and trauma-informed approach. Samantha aims to empower clients by providing options,
guidance, and advice in an empathetic and supportive manner, while encouraging clients to make
choices that best serve their needs and interests. Clients appreciate Samantha’s ability to help them
understand what is happening and what to expect along the way. Samantha practices in all areas of
family law with a particular focus on complex income and property issues, child support and spousal
support, parenting and decision making and claims for monetary damages for family violence and
intimate partner violence. Samantha was named Best Lawyers Ones to Watch in 2024, 2025 and 2026.
Samantha is active in the profession and the community. She volunteers for the Luke’s Place Virtual
Legal Clinic, providing summary legal advice to survivors of domestic violence and for the Pro Bono
Students Canada Family Justice Centre, supervising law students and providing free legal services to
parties in need.
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Erin Ellis

Erin Ellis is a senior lawyer in the Jellinek Ellis Gluckstein group at Gluckstein Lawyers. She specializes in
civil abuse litigation and has dedicated herself to this area of law since 2011, advocating for survivors of
both recent and historical sexual and physical abuse. Her practice focuses on seeking justice for clients
across Canada who have experienced abuse by individuals and institutions. Through various initiatives,
Erin has educated community members about the legal options available for sexual abuse survivors. In
addition, she has presented at several legal education programs and has contributed to legal
publications. Erin has represented clients before the Superior Court of Justice and the Court of Appeal.
She is committed to advocating for institutional and legislative change to support survivors and has
testified at governmental committees, including the Standing Committee on Justice Policy, where her
advocacy contributed to improvements in Ontario’s Victims’ Bill of Rights and she has proposed
changes to better support survivors through the Victim Quick Response Program+ as part of the recent
Standing Committee Survey on Intimate Partner/Gender-based violence.

Nora Fathalipour

Nora is a dedicated legal advocate providing personalized and effective representation to
individuals facing challenging legal situations. Her practice focuses on criminal, regulatory, and
disciplinary proceedings. Nora's journey began at a community legal clinic, followed by working
alongside judges, and then at a reputable Toronto law firm. At the heart of her legal practiceis a
commitment to helping individuals navigate situations where there is a significant power
imbalance. Nora firmly believes in leveling the playing field and ensuring her clients receive the
advocacy they deserve. Nora strives to create a comfortable and supportive environment for her
clients. As a solo practitioner, she offers a client-focused approach, ensuring that every case
receives the attention it deserves. Building strong relationships based on trust, open
communication, and a shared commitment to achieving the best possible outcomes is at the core
of her legal philosophy. Nora's mission is to empower her clients by providing them with the
information they need to make informed decisions. She guides them through the legal process
with clarity and compassion, always keeping their best interests at heart. Nora is here to help you
navigate through your legal challenges with confidence and reassurance.

Natalie Gerry

Natalie Gerry is the Founder and Principal Lawyer of Gerry Law Professional Corporation, where she
focuses on personal injury and civil sexual assault litigation. Since being called to the bar in 2016, she
devoted much of her practice to advocating for survivors of sexual violence and institutional abuse. She
started Gerry Law with the goal of helping clients, especially survivors, differently: through close,
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personal attention, regular communication, and a results-focused, trauma-informed approach. Natalie
believes that survivors deserve to understand their rights and to be empowered in their legal journey.
The civil justice system offers a meaningful path to accountability and compensation, particularly where
the criminal process may not. Her work includes holding individuals and institutions liable for sexual
violence, negligence, and breach of fiduciary duty. Beyond her practice, she strives to make legal
information accessible through her YouTube channel, Natalie Gerry, where she has created various
educational videos to help survivors understand their civil options. She has also served on boards and
committees supporting gender equality and anti-violence initiatives, including LEAF Thunder Bay, the
Thunder Bay Sexual Assault Centre, and Braiding Diversity into Justice. Natalie’s goal is to make justice
more accessible, equitable, and survivor-centered.

Jessyca Greenwood

Jessyca Greenwood is an experienced litigation lawyer, having conducted hundreds of trials and
hearings; appearing at all levels of court in Ontario. She regularly assists the Court as Amicus
Curiae. Jessyca is the Principal Lawyer of Greenwood Law. Her practice focuses on mental health
advocacy and the intersection between criminal law and the workplace. She regularly conducts
workplace investigations and advises organizations and participants on their legal obligations. She
defends allegations of wrongdoing for regulated professionals and those charged with criminal
offences. Jessyca often guest lectures to students and is a Legal Member of the Ontario Review
Board, a former adjunct Professor at Osgoode Hall and University of Toronto, is a founding
member of the WELL, and serves on the executive committee of the Criminal Lawyers’
Association (Treasurer).

Kristy Hansen

Kristy Hansen is a lawyer and Registered Social Worker with over five years of legal practice
providing trauma-informed, survivor-centered legal services to individuals impacted by sexual
violence, intimate partner violence, workplace sexual harassment, and child abuse. She has
extensive experience delivering Independent Legal Advice (ILA), family and child protection
representation, and summary legal advice to marginalized clients, including Indigenous persons,
low-income individuals, and survivors with intersecting legal and safety needs.

Mason Herberholz

Mason is a lawyer servicing the Windsor-Essex and Chatham-Kent regions. He was born and raised in
Windsor-Essex County and continues to live in the area with his wife and two young daughters.
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Abeer Iftikhar Malik

Abeer Iftikhar Malik is the founder of AIM Law Chambers and a sole practitioner specializing in family
and child protection law. Passionate about advocating for the most vulnerable, Abeer has extensive
experience handling cases of domestic violence, successfully representing victims and survivors in
family law matters, such as relocation, financial abuse, child support, spousal support, primary
residence and decision-making authority for the children. She has conducted trials involving parenting
and property disputes, applying a trauma-informed approach to guarantee clients receive support,
empowerment, and attentive guidance throughout each phase of the legal process. Abeer integrates
her legal proficiency with empathy, providing tailored solutions that prioritise client safety, well-being,
and lasting positive results.

Jacob Jesin

Jake Jesin has practiced exclusively as a criminal trial lawyer and acted as lead counsel, or co-counsel on
a range of complex criminal matters. A significant portion of his practice is dedicated to matters
involving sexual assaults and other similar offences, including cases involving domestic violence. He has
acted as counsel for victims and witnesses in complex sexual assaults and high-profile matters, which
would include assisting clients with police interviews and statements, acting as an ongoing liaison with
the police and the Crown Attorney, communicating his client’s concerns and requests.

Christine Johnson

Christine Johnson is a lawyer at Champ & Associates, an Ottawa firm specializing in the areas of labour
& employment, human rights and civil litigation. She routinely advises and represents survivors of
sexual assault, harassment and gender-based discrimination. She has appeared at all levels of court,
including the Federal Court of Appeal, the Court of Appeal for Ontario and the Supreme Court of
Canada. She holds a B.A. from Dalhousie University and a J.D. from Osgoode Hall Law School.

Wafa Khan

Wafa Khan is a lawyer and founder of Swift Law Office, a referral-based practice serving clients across
Ontario. Her practice focuses on family law, civil litigation, refugee and immigration matters,
employment disputes, and estate-related proceedings. She also works with Law Dock LLP, assisting
clients in complex and high-stakes litigation matters. Wafa is passionate about helping individuals
navigate some of the most challenging periods of their lives. Much of her work involves advocating for

clients in family law disputes, including parenting, support, property, and family violence matters, as
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well as representing clients before courts, tribunals, and administrative bodies across Ontario. She is
particularly interested in trauma-informed advocacy, access to justice, and the intersection of family
law with immigration, employment, and other legal issues that often affect vulnerable individuals.
Wafa’s goal is to provide practical, client-focused legal services that empower people to make informed
decisions and move forward with confidence. Outside of her practice, she enjoys mentoring students
and junior lawyers and participating in initiatives that promote legal education and access to justice
within the community.

Julianna Khou

Julianna Khou is a seasoned criminal defence lawyer with over a decade of experience and a growing
focus on survivor-informed legal advocacy. With a background in both criminal law and gender and
social policy, Julianna brings a trauma-aware, client-centered approach to cases involving sexual
violence, domestic abuse, and institutional harm. Her work is grounded in the belief that survivors
deserve access to legal information, protection, and advocacy that reflects both their rights and lived
experiences. Julianna helps individuals understand their legal rights and options in Section 276 (rape
shield) and Section 278 (third-party records) hearings, guiding them through complex and often
retraumatizing legal procedures. Her support allows survivors to make informed decisions about
whether and how to participate in legal proceedings, while maintaining a strong focus on their safety
and emotional well-being. As Principal Lawyer of her own firm, Julianna regularly appears in the
Ontario Court of Justice and the Superior Court of Justice, advocating on behalf of individuals in
criminal matters that intersect with family, community, and professional dynamics. She has also worked
on cases involving violence by professionals, including doctors and therapists, and understands how to
approach these matters with discretion, sensitivity, and a survivor-centered lens.

Heather Lawson

Heather Lawson is an associate at Addario Law Group. Her practice areas include criminal defence,
professional regulation, civil law, and administrative law. Heather regularly provides advice to
complainants in criminal cases. Heather articled at Ontario’s Crown Law Office — Criminal, where she
worked on criminal matters at the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court of Canada. Heather obtained
her law degree from Dalhousie University and was the Editor-in-Chief of the Dalhousie Journal of Legal
Studies. During law school Heather clerked for the Nova Scotia Court of Appeal and completed an
intensive course in sexual violence law. Heather volunteered for the Dalhousie Student Advocacy
Service, where she acted for students in cases under the Sexual Violence Policy. She spent her law
school summers working at a community legal aid clinic and the John Howard Society. Before attending
law school, Heather received her bachelor’s degree from McGill University. During her studies, she
worked at a sexual assault centre. There, she facilitated support groups for survivors of sexual violence
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and represented complainants in university administrative proceedings. Heather provides herself on
her empathetic and hard-working approach to all of her cases. Heather was called to the bar in 2024.

Lisa Leinveer

Lisa is a partner with Toronto Law firm Perez Procope Leinveer LLP. Since her call to the Ontario Bar in
2016, she has developed a diverse practice that includes representing complainants in criminal
proceedings, including pre-trial evidence applications about third-party records and prior sexual
activity. She also represents clients in a range of areas of mental health law, including before the
Consent and Capacity Board, the Ontario Review Board and in private estates and trusts matters. She
also appears regularly at the Superior Court of Justice, the Ontario Court of Justice, and has advocated
at the Ontario Court of Appeal. Lisa holds a Juris Doctor degree from Osgoode Hall Law School. Lisa is
also a passionate advocate for survivors of sexual violence and child abuse. She works to provide
accessible and trauma-informed services to all clients.

Atrisha Lewis

Atrisha Lewis is the founder of Lewis Litigation. She is a trial and appellate litigator. She has extensive
experience assisting plaintiffs in civil claims involving sexual violence as well as extensive medical
malpractice experience. She has won trials by jury and by judge alone. Atrisha also assists clients with
their most complex and sensitive problems by conducting internal investigations. In 2019, Atrisha was
elected as bencher of the Law Society of Ontario. She is currently the chair of the Professional
Development and Competence Committee, which is the committee responsible for entry level and
continuing competence of lawyers and paralegals in Ontario. Atrisha is also the Ontario representative
to the Federation of Canadian Law Societies. In 2021, Atrisha was recognized with the Globe and Mail’s
“Changemakers” award and appeared on the cover of the Globe and Mail’s Report on Business. In
2020, she was awarded the Women in Law Leadership’s “Stronger Together Award” as well as the
University of Toronto’s Wilson Prichard award for outstanding contribution to the legal profession. In
2019, she was recognized as one of Lexpert’s Rising Stars: Leading Lawyer Under 40

Keara Lundrigan

Keara Lundrigan was admitted to the Law Society of Ontario in June 2018 after graduating at the top of
her class from the University of New Brunswick Faculty of Law. She worked as an associate lawyer
before becoming a partner at AGP LLP in January 2023. She practices solely in criminal law,
representing both accused persons and complainants in serious criminal matters including domestic
violence and sexual assault. Keara is currently completing her LLM from Osgoode Hall Law School
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(Criminal Law & Procedure). She is a part-time professor at the University of Ottawa Law School,
teaching trial advocacy. She volunteers with Cornerstone Housing for Women. Keara believes in a
trauma-informed approach to criminal practice. Her goal is to make clients feel respected and have
their voices heard. She is a straight shooter who can adapt to any situation and answer tough
guestions. She works tirelessly to advocate for her clients’ best interests. Keara is a Newfoundlander
who now calls Ottawa, Ontario home. She is dog lover who unwinds by snuggling with her pugs Gilbert
& Gertrude. She can typically be found on the couch with a glass of wine and a good book or a
bingeable Netflix series.

Ewan Lyttle

Ewan Lyttle has practiced criminal law exclusively for almost 20 years. In that time, he has amassed
significant experience conducting sexual assault litigation; assisting both accused persons and victims.
Ewan has been a sexual assault victim advisor through the ILA program since its inception in 2016.
Through that program, he assisted a substantial number of victims over the years. Further, since 2010,
he has provided significant pro bono services to Indigenous people through a local community/health
center. Many of those clients were victims of sexual abuse. His experience assisting victims has been
some of the most rewarding work he has performed.

Megan MacKinnon

Megan completed an Honours degree in Criminal Justice and Public Policy at the University of Guelph
before graduating with a Criminal Law specialization from the Dalhousie Schulich School of Law in 2023.
She has appeared before judges in the criminal courts of Nova Scotia and Ontario to address all types of
criminal matters including guilty pleas, sentencings, bail hearings, and trials. She completed her articles
at a criminal law firm in Hamilton, Ontario, before being called to the bar in 2024. Megan has always
been an advocate for civil liberties and for those marginalized by the criminal justice system. During law
school, she was a member of the Social Activist Law Students’ Association and the Board of Directors of
the Avalon Sexual Assault Centre in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Her paper on access to reproductive health
care for incarcerated women was published in the Manitoba Law Journal in 2023. Megan is a member
in good standing of the Law Society of Ontario, the Criminal Lawyers’ Association, and the Ontario Bar
Association. She represents clients charged with all Criminal Code offences and provides both
independent legal advice (ILA) and representation to sexual assault survivors.

Lauren Malatesta

Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic « 489 College Street, Suite 503, Toronto, Ontario « M6G 1A5
T:416.323.9149 « F:416.323.9107 - E:info@schlifercliniccom -« W:www.schliferclinic.com 5



Lauren Malatesta is a civil sexual abuse and health law lawyer at Lerners LLP. Lauren is passionate about
her work representing survivors of sexual violence in civil lawsuits. She also advises survivors who want
to understand their legal options after they experience sexual violence.

Anna Matas

Anna Matas (pronounced “May-tas”) practices through Matas Law Professional Corporation. She is an
accomplished trial and appellate lawyer who represents clients at all levels of court, including in
complex appeals before the Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court of Canada. A significant part of
Anna’s practice focuses on plaintiffs’ claims arising from sexual, physical, and psychological abuse. She
also defends regulated health professionals in civil litigation as well as in administrative and regulatory
matters. Anna is frequently retained to conduct sensitive, trauma-informed investigations in cases
involving harassment, discrimination, or abuse. Her approach is rooted in fairness, professionalism, and
a deep understanding of how legal processes can affect all parties involved. In 2024, Anna received the
President’s Award from the Women’s Law Association of Ontario, recognizing her leadership,
excellence, and contributions to the advancement of women in the legal profession.

Cornelia Mazgarean

Cornelia Mazgarean is a lawyer with over 15 years of experience working with survivors of
sexual/domestic violence. As a criminal lawyer, Cornelia understands how the criminal process works
and the rights that survivors have in such cases. For example, in sexual assault cases, the accused
person might try to seek disclosure of private information belonging to a complainant, such as medical
records, or try to use prior sexual activity against the complainant. Such requests can be opposed.
Cornelia is knowledgeable in every aspect of the criminal process, from pre-reporting, to reporting,
waivers of privacy, trial and sentencing, including publication bans. Cornelia successfully assisted
numerous complainants in making their voices heard. She has experience in immigration, housing,
human rights, civil litigation, defamation and mental health law. She understands that healing can
mean different things for different people and that stereotypes about domestic/sexual violence are still
prevalent in our society. You can count on her to be on your side, listen to your concerns and respect
your decisions through your healing journey.

Anne-Marie McElroy

Anne-Marie McElroy is a criminal defence lawyer based in Ottawa. She was called to the bar in 2010
and started her own firm, McElroy Law, in 2015. She represents individuals charged with criminal
offences, as well as providing independent legal advice and representation to complainants in sexual
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assault proceedings. She is active in the legal community as a board member, lawyer, supervisor, and
mentor.

Sydney Mclvor

Sydney Mclvor (she/her) is a lawyer at Gillian Hnatiw & Co., where she practises civil litigation with a
focus on sexual misconduct, discrimination, and administrative law. She regularly represents and
advises clients navigating complex and sensitive matters, including proceedings before Ontario courts
and tribunals. Sydney brings a trauma-informed, survivor-centred approach to her practice. In addition
to her litigation work, she acts as an independent investigator in workplace and sport-related sexual
misconduct matters, where she is experienced in interviewing survivors, assessing credibility, and
addressing power imbalances with care and professionalism. This work has reinforced her commitment
to clear, compassionate communication and to respecting client autonomy at every stage of the legal
process. Sydney was called to the Ontario bar in 2022 and began her career as a Judicial Law Clerk with
the Ontario Superior Court of Justice, gaining exposure to civil, criminal, family, and administrative law.
She has appeared before all levels of court in Ontario. She is committed to access to justice and
advancing equity, and currently serves as Co-Chair of LEAF Toronto.

Gabrielle McLaughlin

Gabrielle MclLaughlin attended law school in her 40s, after a long career as a professional classical
musician. She raised two (now adult) daughters alone, and dealt with the frustration of being a single
mother trying to advocate for herself and her children within the limitations of the systems in our
society. She is now a sole practitioner with a strong interest in assisting vulnerable clients with a
mixture of competence and kindness.

JoAnn Meloche

JoAnn Meloche is a lawyer in Ontario with almost 30 years’ experience. She represents complainants in
sexual assault and human trafficking criminal trials and conducts independent workplace investigations
and mediations. JoAnn carries out capacity building projects internationally and has recently
completed a trauma informed initiative with the Attorney General’s Chambers in Ecuador. She is
fluently bilingual in French and English and gets along in Spanish. JoAnn started her career as a
prosecutor in Ottawa and became team leader in domestic and sexual violence. She created an
initiative for education in alcohol dependence. JoAnn was recruited to the Turks and Caicos Islands and
became the first Director of Public Prosecutions. She began an international Rule of Law career and
moved to Cairo to work with the Prosecution Service of Egypt on behalf of the American Bar
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Association. JoAnn taught Canadian Administrative Law at Bond University on the Gold Coast in
Australia for two semesters and has taught Introduction to Criminal Law at Carleton University. She is
an avid scuba diver and yogi.

Kirsten Mercer

Kirsten is an intersectional feminist lawyer and advocate who brings decades of experience in the
law, government and the non-profit sector to her legal practice and her work to end gender-based
violence and harassment. Kirsten works with individuals and organizations to advance women’s
equality and human rights with practical, creative and strategic advice. Kirsten is also committed
to supporting accountability and reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples. Kirsten began her career
in the non-profit sector where she worked in Canada and globally on economic justice policy and
human rights issues. She obtained her law and graduate degrees and practiced litigation at a
leading national firm. Kirsten left her litigation practice to focus on legal and policy challenges in
the public sector, serving as Senior Advisor to the Premier of Ontario and Chief of Staff to the
Attorney General of Canada. Kirsten was then appointed to the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal
where she mediated and adjudicated human rights complaints. More recently, Kirsten has
represented individuals and organizations in the GBV sector before all levels of court.

Sonya Notturno

Having graduated from McGill University in 1997 with a Bachelor of Science, majoring in Biochemistry,
Sonya Notturno received my LL.L. in 2000 and LL.B. in 2001, after completing the National Program.
She joined Chénier & Associates in February 2006 and became a partner in January 2009, at which time
the firm became Chénier & Notturno. Since 2021, the firm is now Notturno Law. She practices in the
areas of Criminal Law, Family Law, Children’s Aid Society Law and is Counsel for the Office of the
Children’s Lawyer. In this capacity, and as a member of both the Ontario and Quebec Bars, she
represents both Ontario and Quebec clients before the Ontario Court of Justice, the Ontario Superior
Court of Justice, municipal courts and the Court of Quebec. Previously, she worked and articled with
national law firms where she began to develop her practice as a litigator. Fluently bilingual, she can
argue cases in both English and French and also provide legal services in Italian.

Alexa M. Posliff

Alexa is a Windsor-based female lawyer who has experience in both civil and criminal litigation.

Emma Rhodes
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Emma was called to the bar in 2002 and has been involved promoting education and awareness of
youth criminal justice issues. She has sat on numerous panels for Legal Aid Ontario, Ontario Court of
Justice, Law Society of Ontario, Family Lawyers Association, Ministry of the Attorney General and
Ontario Bar Association. In 2014, Emma testified before the Senate of Canada’s Standing Committee on
Justice and Human Rights about the overrepresentation of visible minority youth in the criminal justice
system. Emma is a panel lawyer for the Office of the Children’s Lawyer for child protection, custody and
access, adoption openness, minor parents’ proceedings, and Voluntary Youth Service Agreements
(VYSA). Emma regularly appears before the Ontario Court of Justice and Superior Court of Justice as
amicus curiae, and as counsel for victims of sexual assault. Emma is a Director of the Criminal Lawyers’
Association, Roster Member of the Discipline and Fitness to Practice Committee for the Ontario College
of Teachers and counsel for the College of Early Childhood Educators. Emma is co-author of Prosecuting
and Defending Youth Criminal Justice Cases (Edmond Publishing) and a contributing editor for Wilson
on Children and the Law (LexisNexis), and for Halsbury’s Laws of Canada (LexisNexis).

Chaneéle Rioux-McCormick

Chanele Rioux-McCormick is a civil sexual assault and class actions lawyer based in London ON. In her
practice, she combines rigorous advocacy with a deep understanding of the unique challenges faced by
those who have experienced trauma and approaches each client’s situation with empathy and respect.
Throughout her professional and academic career, Chanele has remained committed to survivor
advocacy, including volunteering as supervising lawyer at Legal Information for Sexual Assault, a
volunteer program that provides free and confidential legal information to survivors of sexual assault or
abuse living in London-Middlesex County. Chanele was born in Québec City and is fluent in French.

Lynn Ross

Lynn Ross graduated law school in 1995 and articled at a general practice firm. Upon her call to the bar,
she practiced criminal defence work. Then, she joined the Crown Attorney's Office in Lanark County,
and worked for the same office in Durham and finally in Belleville. In 2021, she left that office to work
in private practice and is on contract with the Public Prosecution Service of Canada.

Megan Schwartzentruber

Megan Schwartzentruber is a partner at Cooper, Sandler, Shime & Schwartzentruber LLP where she
practices criminal and quasi-criminal law. She regularly represents clients with mental health issues
and young persons and is a member of the Legal Aid Ontario Gladue Panel representing Indigenous
clients. Megan represents accused persons in relation to all criminal offences and regularly represents
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clients in relation to sexual assault cases, as counsel for the accused and also as complainant’s counsel
in relation to applications under the sections 276 and 278 regimes of the Criminal Code. She also
provides legal advice to complainants as a member of the panel of lawyers available through the
Ministry of the Attorney General of Ontario’s Independent Legal Advice for Survivors of Sexual Assault
(ILA) Program. Megan has also acted as counsel in Inquiries, Systemic Reviews and Coroner’s Inquests.
Megan regularly volunteers in the legal community in a variety of capacities and has been a speaker in
relation to several criminal law topics, including police record checks, sexual assault and the
representation of Indigenous accused persons. She has also co-published on the topic of providing
advice to sexual assault complainants living with HIV.

Abha Sharma

Abha Sharma is a lawyer who primarily practises in the fields of Family, Criminal and Domestic Violence.
She has been running her own independent law firm by name of SRS Legal Professional Corporation
since August 2021 — she is the Director/Owner and founder of the firm. Her law firm majorly caters to
Legal Aid based clients. Abha is on Family and Criminal Legal Aid Panels and Duty Counsel for Domestic
Violence 2 hours advice with Legal Aid for Peel Region. She is also a member of Peel Law Association.
Abha has been recently nominated for the RBC Women of Influence 2025 Award (in/for Social Justice
category). Her aim in society is always to advocate for justice for those who need it and she has been
zealously fighting for the same. Her work is also closely aligned with BSCC for years. Abha passionately
advocates for children's best interest, wherever applicable, in her practice. Further, she wishes to bring
legislative and social reforms in future which can have a tremendous positive impact on the country.
Lastly, her passion is driven by a fight for justice in the society for the innocent and vulnerable section
of the society overall.

Karen Isabel Simpson

Karen is a lawyer at Pickard Simpson Law. Karen's focus is representing complainants of sexual assault
in their civil claims as well as when an accused brings a private records application before the court
under section 276 and 278 of the Criminal Code of Canada. Karen also practices some criminal defence
law. Prior to becoming a lawyer, Karen served the citizens of Chatham-Kent for 10 years as a career
firefighter. While in the fire service, Karen sat on the Board of Directors for iWomen and Fire Service
Women Ontario for seven and six years, respectively.

Meghan Stephens
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Megan Stephens is a sole practitioner specializing in constitutional and criminal litigation. Her practice
focuses on assisting women and gender-diverse people in their encounters with the criminal justice
system. She regularly represents complainants in sexual assault proceedings and appellants seeking to
appeal their convictions and/or sentences. Megan also represents public interest organizations in their
interventions before the Supreme Court of Canada. Megan developed and teaches a course at Osgoode
Law School (LLM in Criminal Law & Procedure), which focuses on unique gendered experiences in the
criminal justice system, from victimization through criminalization. Before starting her own practice,
Megan was the Executive Director & General Counsel at the Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund
(LEAF). Megan also spent more than a decade working as Crown Counsel at the Crown Law Office -
Criminal, developing an expertise in constitutional issues, as well as appeals involving gender-based
violence, such as sexual assault and human trafficking. Megan completed her LL.M. at Columbia Law
School in New York City her thesis focused on the use of restorative justice by judges at sentencing. You
can find further information about Megan’s legal work at www.stephenslaw.ca.

Tiffany Thomas

Tiffany Thomas is a labour, employment and human rights lawyer practicing remotely. Her primary
focus is on employee side law and specifically instances involving harassment or toxic workplaces. She
occasionally assists employers and particularly enjoys representing employers eager to develop healthy
workplace environments. Tiffany is very passionate about her work and loves problem solving. When
she is not working, she likes to spend time outdoors with her dog.

Michael Wilchesky

Michael has always had a passion for helping people who have been disadvantaged, whether through
discrimination, abuse or other circumstances beyond their control. His goal is to give those individuals a
voice. Everyone deserves to be treated equally under the law. As a lawyer, Michael aims to advocate
tirelessly for his clients in order to achieve the best results for each individual client. Michael’s civil
sexual assault practice focuses on obtaining meaningful compensation for survivors of sexual abuse and
sexualized misconduct, often in complex institutional cases. He has acted in hundreds of civil sexual
abuse, sexual assault and sexual misconduct cases, on behalf of survivors, and is intimately familiar
with the continuously evolving issues in this practice area. In addition to traditional civil proceedings,
Michael has represented clients in their Criminal Injuries Compensation Board Applications, as well as
survivors of abuse perpetrated at Indian Residential Schools through the Independent Assessment
Process ("IAP").

Ava Williams
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Ava is an advocate for survivors of sexual trauma both inside and outside of the Courtroom. She is
trauma informed and regularly represents survivors in civil cases. She has also acted as complainant's
counsel in Criminal court. As a survivor of sexual violence herself, she believes that survivors can be
empowered when they understand their legal rights and options available to them.
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