KEY DEFINITIONS

Criminalization of Survivors: Refers to when a GBV survivor undergoes punitive state action in
response to them experiencing, defending, addressing or seeking protection from GBV.
Criminalization includes not only experiences with the criminal legal system, like arrests,
prosecution and conviction, but also systemic targeting and surveillance of persons from
equity-seeking commmunities by the state’s criminal and quasi-criminal institutions.

Coercive Control: Coercive control is a form of GBV and refers to patterns of controlling behaviour

INncluding threats and attempts to humiliate and isolate a partner, and is a strong predictor of
physical violence.

Litigation Abuse: \When the abuser uses legal tactics to assert power and control, such as filing
repeated applications in different forums and making lots of motions to try to delay the process.

KEY FINDINGS

Survivors can be criminalized through...

Mandatory Charging Policies Strict & Gendered Bail/Parole Conditions
e Survivors can be charged in their

Interactions with the Criminal Justice
System instead of being helped
e Folks involved in sex work and those being

e Gendered conditions are pervasive: For
example, requirements to report all
relationships is a gendered aspect
reflecting the infantilization of
criminalized women

e Failure to comply with these conditions
exacerbates the risk of continued
criminalization

coerced by their partners into criminal
activity are criminalized

e Immigration status, substance use, and
experience of homelessness can also
contribute to criminalization

Contempt Orders

Survivors can end up incarcerated as a result of contempt charges which arise in their
attempt to protect their children.
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KEY FINDINGS CONT...

How do our current laws and policies effect the criminalization of survivors?

We believe that the government should not criminalize coercive control. Why?

e Criminalizing coercive control will increase the criminalization of survivors,
especially those who are racialized or Indigenous and already over-incarcerated.

e [t will not be properly understood or resourced, leading to further criminalization
of survivors rather than protection

e Coercive control is very difficult to prove because it often requires survivors to
relive trauma — a serious challenge and significant request.

Litigation abuse contributes to the criminalization of survivors by...

The perpetrator making false claims, including parental alienation and
defamation, with the goal of instigating challenging litigious experiences.
NDAs being used as a way to silence survivors of sexual harassment from
speaking out due to fear of being criminalized

Creating an excessive financial and emotional burden on the survivor, impairing
their judgement and expectation of the legal system
The systems being complicit: this behaviour is rarely called out as abusive

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Enhanced police training on productive
strategies to handle cases of GBV: Officers
should be trained in understanding the root
causes of violence and recognizing that
victims may not always present their cases
perfectly because of their experiences of
trauma and various other factors

e INCreasing access and resources for
restorative justice and court navigation
support programs

e Knowledge dissemination through
communities of people committed to
this work

e Collaborative national approach
across all GBV sectors to promote
public education campaigns to
combat coercive control

e Alternative emergency response
avenues



