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Do | need a criminal lawyer?

As a defendant (also known as the accused) in a criminal case, you should consider retaining a criminal lawyer to defend
and advise you on the criminal process. The criminal law process can be confusing and complex, so it is best to have
someone with experience and knowledge of the process to assist you.

How do I find a criminal lawyer?

If you are able to pay for a private criminal lawyer, there are a number of ways to find the right one for you.

You could start by doing an online Google search. Alternatively, the Law Society of Ontario has a Directory of Certified
Specialists (lawyers and/or paralegals) that you can use to find legal representatives. Additionally, the Law Society Referral
Service can help match you with a legal representative near you that fits your requirements and provides a free 30-

minute consultation. You can access this service through www.findlegalhelp.ca.

To search for lawyers who offer discounted rates, you may want to search JusticeNet. This service connects the public
with lawyers that offer discounted rates, who would otherwise face barriers paying full-price for a lawyer’s fees.

When choosing a lawyer, here are some things to consider:

. ]

(a) the lawyer's cost and how they expect to be paid (e.g. per document, at the end of your case etc.);
(b) the lawyer’s availability and if their schedule works with your own;

(c) the lawyer's experience and if they are knowledgeable about your case; and

(d) how comfortable and supported the lawyer makes you feel.
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You should “shop around” for a criminal lawyer that fits and matches your needs. You should not feel pressured to hire
the first lawyer you have a consultation with. Remember, an initial consultation is more than discussing the next steps in
your criminal matter - it is also your opportunity to “interview” the lawyer and see whether you would work well with
them.

What do | do if | cannot afford a criminal lawyer?

If you are unable to afford a private lawyer, you may consider applying to Legal Aid Ontario (“LAQ") for a “LAO Certificate.”
An LAO Certificate is based on your financial eligibility and can allow you to work with a licensed criminal lawyer for up to
a certain number of hours. Generally, for criminal matters, an LAO certificate can be provided if you are facing jail time if
found guilty, which is rare for domestic violence charges.

LAO also offers Duty Counsel at the courthouse who can also provide you with advice and representation on the day of
your matter, but does not offer long-term representation or advice. Duty Counsel will meet with you to discuss your case
and give you advice. When you appear before the court, Duty Counsel will speak for you. Duty Counsel does have
financial eligibility requirements which you can find here.

Toronto law schools such as, Osgoode Hall Law School (at York University) and the University of Toronto Faculty of Law
have legal clinics that assist with criminal matters. The Community and Legal Aid Services Program (CLASP) and
Downtown Legal Services have students that can provide representation in criminal matters.

Osgoode's CLASP: https://www.yorku.ca/osgoode/clasp/ or call 416-736-5029
University of Toronto's Downtown Legal Services: https://downtownlegalservices.ca/ or call 416 978-6447

The Barbra Schlifer Commmemorative Clinic also offers short-term, summary legal advice regarding criminal matters
through the Criminalization of Women Project. However, this program does not offer legal representation. Please call our
intake line at (416) 323-9149 to ask whether your matter is appropriate for a referral to the Project. More information about
the Criminalization of Women Project can be found here: Criminalization of Women - Barbra Schlifer Commmemorative
Clinic.

In order to be eligible to receive services from this program, clients must:

1. Have charges related to domestic violence

2. Beself-represented

3. Not be in the trial stage of their criminal matter
4.  Have their charges in the GTA

Case Management Counsel can only provide support for the initial stages of a criminal matter such as, the first court
appearance. Once a criminal matter has entered the trial phase, Case Management Counsel can no longer assist. The
accused person would then need to continue as self-represented or retain a lawyer as the Case Management Counsel
does not become the client’s counsel on record.
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I have retained a criminal lawyer - What’s next?
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Now that you have found a lawyer to assist you in your matter, there are a couple things you can do to make your
work with the lawyer flow smoothly.

¢ Before meeting with your lawyer, take time to prepare as it might help your appointment. At the first meeting,
you will likely explain what happened to your lawyer. They should tell you how the law applies to the situation
you are in, and your possible legal options.

o Decide if you would like to take a support person with you, if you feel this will make your appointment more
comfortable.

e Gather all documents that are important to your case such as your release paperwork. Also, be sure to take a
piece of government ID with you as lawyers are required to verify identify. They might ask you to bring in
certain documents to the first meeting. Make sure you take these with you.

¢ Make yourself a list of questions to ask the lawyer (for example, you may wish to ask, what legal options are
available to me? What does the law say about my particular case or situation? What will be our next steps?
How should | prepare? What expectations can | have about the outcome? What is the fee structure?)

Communicating with your lawyer is an ongoing process. Before you leave your lawyer's office, make sure you are
both clear on commmunication methods and next steps. It is important to know who your first point of contact is in
their office, which number to call, and which email to use. After your first meeting, always keep your lawyer
informed of any changes or updates in the case.
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