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CRIMINALIZATION & SURVIVORSHIP:
TORONTO FORUM

PARTICIPANT RECOMMENDATIONS

What are the main or most common gaps in local policies, law, and services for survivors facing
criminalization in Toronto?

The participants identified the following gaps:

¢ Housing: A lack of available housing and shelter space, as well as stigma associated with accessing shelters. There is a
lack of support to help ensure survivors can safely reintegrate into the community.

o Funding: Insufficient funding prevents organizations from hiring lawyers, leaving them reliant on community
partnerships.

¢ More Data Collection Needed: Police need to systemically gather and share data on intimate partner violence (“IPV").

e Partner Assault Response Program (“PARS”): Criminalized women are often placed in programs designed for male
offenders, such as the PARS, even when facing lesser charges. These programs frequently require an individual to
acknowledge responsibility in ways that fail to account for trauma and survivorship.

e Access to Justice: Many survivors must self-represent as they cannot afford a lawyer or are ineligible for Legal Aid.
Although the Victim Quick Response Program+ exists, eligibility criteria can create a barrier, preventing survivors
from accessing resources and instead staying in an unsafe environment.

e Impact of a Criminal Record: Most employers require a background check which can be a challenge for criminalized
survivors that have a criminal record. This can limit their ability to find employment.

e Limits of Legal Aid: Legal Aid Ontario (“LAQ") has limited capacity and even when an individual qualifies for legal aid,
the number of hours LAO lawyers can provide is limited.
o Legal aid coverage does not extend to certain immigration applications, such as Temporary Resident Visa
applications.
o Lack of trauma-informed knowledge and survivor-centric support.
e Family Court Support: Family courts often lack a sufficient understanding of IPV and can re-traumatize survivors.
o Lack of Transparency: Transparency is needed between police, legal aid, victim services, Crown attorneys and
survivors who face criminalization.
e Bail Conditions: No contact orders remove agency for female survivors whilst also not being serious enough when
applied to male perpetrators.
¢ More Collaboration Needed: Lawyers need more connections built with social services, mental health and trauma
counsellors.
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e More Collaboration Needed: Lawyers need more connections built with social services, mental health and trauma
counsellors.

e Lack of Education: There are gaps in awareness when it comes to coercive control. There needs to be more training
and education for legal professionals, judges and law enforcement.

e Barriers to Report: Greater support is needed for women with precarious immigration status as they are deterred
from reporting violence to the police.

What kinds of services are available to criminalized survivors in Toronto?
. ]

Some participants highlighted the following:

e Red Door Shelter: Provides shelter and support to women and children that are impacted by gender-based violence.

e Justice for Children and Youth: Provides legal services and support for children and youth.

e lLuke’s Place: Provides resources and safety planning for women experiencing abuse. Engages in legal advocacy and
provides trauma-informed training for lawyers.

e Nisa Foundation: Supports women and children experiencing domestic violence, homelessness or poverty.

e Victim Services: Victim Quick Response Program+ may provide support to victims of crimes by paying for
emergency and essential expenses, funerals, or counselling costs.

e Legal Aid Ontario: Provides legal services for Ontarians who are financially eligible.

e Elizabeth Fry Toronto: Works with criminalized women and can provide counselling services, court diversion
programs, housing support and employment/community support.

e Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic: Offers counselling, legal and interpretation services to women and gender-
diverse people that have experienced violence.

What more is heeded to address the criminalization of survivors? What work are you engaged with?
. ]

The following recommmendations were made:

e Investing in healthy communities.
e Need to increase data collection: Toronto Police need to capture IPV-related data.

e Enhancing education, trauma-informed training and IPV-related training for police, defence lawyers, Crown
attorneys, and judges.

o Addressing how the legal system can retraumatize survivors, particularly when intimate images are included by
defence counsel without redactions and submitted in legal filings to the Court.

e Strengthening collaboration between organizations to share resources and knowledge.

e Increasing educational outreach regarding available resources and supports for survivors.

e Improving services for women with precarious immigration status.

¢ Reform is needed to better address the needs of gender-diverse and Indigenous survivors.

e Expanding access to health services by reducing service delivery gaps.

e Increasing shelter capacity and the number of available beds as well as, more support for reintegration in the
community.
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