
JUDICIAL 
PRE-TRIAL 

What is a Judicial Pre-Trial?

A Judicial Pre-Trial is a meeting between:
The Judge 
The Crown attorney
The defence lawyer (if you are self-represented, then you would attend yourself)

How is a Judicial Pre-Trial scheduled?

If you have a defence lawyer, they can schedule the Judicial Pre-Trial.

If you are self-represented, although it can vary based on your jurisdiction, a self-represented Judicial Pre-trial can be
scheduled by: 

Contacting the Crown Attorney’s Office to inquire about a self-represented Judicial Pre-Trial; 
Informing the Justice of the Peace or Judge in Case Management Court that you would like to request a self-
represented Judicial Pre-Trial;  
Contacting the Courthouse Office and ask for details about scheduling a self-represented Judicial Pre-Trial. You can
find the contact information for Ontario Courthouses here.

FACT SHEET

What happens at a Judicial Pre-Trial?

Although a Judicial Pre-Trial is not a trial, it is essential to prepare in advance (including reviewing the case file and
courtroom rules.) If you are self-represented, you can also speak to Duty Counsel. 
The purpose of a Judicial Pre-Trial is to get a Judge’s input on your case and see if a resolution without a trial is possible.
The Judicial Pre-Trial will address:

Resolutions such as, withdrawing charges or guilty pleas
Trial estimates if a resolution is not reached
Discuss any procedural and evidentiary issues 

The resource provides general information and should not be used in place of legal advice 

Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic acknowledges the financial support of 
Women and Gender Equality Canada.

https://www.ontario.ca/locations/courts


Can the Judge dismiss the case during the Judicial Pre-Trial?

Unless a resolution is reached with the Crown, the Judge at your Judicial Pre-Trial cannot unilaterally dismiss your case.
Please also note that the Judge at the Judicial Pre-Trial will not be your Judge at trial. At the Judicial Pre-Trial, the Judge
will: 

Actively listen;
Provide guidance about the strengths and weaknesses of the case
Discuss next steps if a resolution is not reached 

What is the deference between a Crown Pre-Trial and a Judicial Pre-Trial?

A Crown Pre-Trial is an out-of-court, informal meeting between the Crown attorney and the defence lawyer, without a
Judge. The Crown and defence lawyer can discuss any disclosure that may still be outstanding, the possibility of resolving
the case without the need for a trial and/or the need to set a Judicial Pre-Trial with a Judge.

Some Crown Attorney Offices do not conduct Crown Pre-Trials with self-represented individuals. Instead, if you are self-
represented, you may need to proceed directly to a self-represented Judicial Pre-Trial. 

What happens if a resolution is not reached at the Judicial Pre-Trial?

Schedule a trial date 
Adjourn the Judicial Pre-Trial or order another Judicial Pre-Trial 

If you have a defense lawyer, it is always important to ask them about next steps involved in your legal process.

Reminder: Rules of the Court

1.Be on time and clear the courtroom when instructed.
2.Maintain formality – it helps the Judge maintain control of the courtroom.
3.Remain seated unless addressing the Court.
4.Watch your language and tone when speaking to and around courtroom participants.
5.Stay silent during the proceedings, unless called upon.
6.No food or drinks in the courtroom.
7.Place your phone on silent and hidden away during proceedings. It is illegal to record in the courtroom without the

explicit permission of the presiding jurist
8.Stand when the presiding jurist arrives at the bench.
9.Always address the Judge as your Honour, or address the justice of the peace as your Worship

10.Be mindful of your facial expressions and be kind.

The resource provides general information and should not be used in place of legal advice 

Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic acknowledges the financial support of 
Women and Gender Equality Canada.
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