
What are the main or most common gaps in local policies, law, and services for survivors facing
criminalization in Halifax? 

Lack of non-legal and preventative services are a barrier for survivors experiencing criminalization. Many of the
support services provided, including health services, are only accessible if survivors choose to press charges. There are
not many services designed to help prevent GBV, IPV, and criminalization.
There is a lack of information available to survivors and many of them are unaware of how the system works,
particularly for newcomers who fear deportation. 
Organizations are unable to share data with each other, making collaboration more difficult. Organizations are
often working in silos, this means that they aren’t collaborating to share knowledge and improve their services.
Additionally, organizations are often competing for funding and have to reinvent in order to do so. 
Issues with police responses to cases of GBV. For example, if the perpetrator calls the police first, they can control
the narrative. It is important for police to be aware of this possibility and to investigate patterns in a relationship
rather than strictly focusing on the isolated incident. 
Police need trauma-informed training on taking statements from survivors and must understand that survivors
may need legal advice prior to reporting or providing a statement. 

Participants noted cases where police officers became aggressive with survivors who were moving out of an
abusers’ home, trying to dictate what they could and could not take.  

There are limits on what you can bring into a shelter. Survivors must make difficult decisions about what to take.
Sometimes perpetrators are present during the move, limiting the survivor’s ability to take contested items. To
complicate the process, survivors may be unable to take their own or their children’s belongings without a court
order.
There is an issue of parental alienation when criminalized survivors are mandated to move out and the children stay
at home with the abuser – there are no supports for survivors who have to co-parent. 
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What kinds of services are available to criminalized survivors in Halifax? 

What more is needed to address the criminalization of survivors? What work are you engaged with?  

Participants listed a variety of services:

Legal advice and representation: ILA for survivors of sexual assault and Nova Scotia Legal Aid. 
Court Support Services: Victim Services and the Mi’kmaw Legal Support Network.
Services for incarcerated individuals and those who have committed offences: Community Justice Society and
John Howard Society. 

Halifax does offer a domestic violence court, which allows individuals accused of domestic violence to access
counselling and other rehabilitative services before being sentenced. 

Counselling services for survivors and perpetrators of GBV: the NISA Foundation, Peoples Counselling Clinic, and
Newstart. 
Shelter and housing options that are available: Shelter Movers and Byrony House. 

Prevention and non-criminal pathways for support are essential to prevent the criminalization of survivors. 
Survivors would benefit from alternative ways of healing before entering the criminal justice system. 
Engaging with the GBV division in the Department of Justice 
Developing shared consent for organizations to communicate with each other to help improve services. 
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