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EDMONTON FORUM

PARTICIPANT RECOMMENDATIONS

What are the main/most common gaps in local policies/laws for survivors facing criminalization in
Edmonton?

e Lack of resources for criminalized survivors including a lack of education which contributes to the barriers faced by
criminalized survivors

+ Separation between family law, criminal law and civil law creates complications for survivors who are dealing
with cases in more than one area of law. It becomes difficult for individuals to navigate disparate systems which often
require different lawyers, courts and processes

+ Legal institutions are often not transparent about what resources are available to those experiencing
criminalization. For example, participants noted that the Alberta Crown does not have resources that can be found
easily

+ Lawyers and judges need better training on being trauma-informed and how to recognize litigation abuse

e Survivors and perpetrators are often viewed through a binary lens where they often cannot access the same
services. Therefore, organizations must make tough decisions about who can access what resources

o Difficult to find professionals who are willing and able to provide support — there are very few lawyers who want to
take on these files, especially in cases where the survivor wants to pursue a civil lawsuit

o Lack of funding due to University and Government cuts, contributing to a lack of resources

What kind of services are available to criminalized survivors in Edmonton?

e The Elizabeth Fry Society of Alberta was noted as a helpful resource for criminalized survivors however, it was
discussed that their program for legal advice lost funding

e 2-1-1 community resources and university services, which can offer legal advice in criminal cases for low-income
adults in Edmonton

e Legal aid is an option for those who qualify

e Promising practice raised during these discussions: data sharing between the Edmonton GBV-sector. Social
services, law enforcement, and other entities share their data with each other, which allows for a more fulsome
picture of the client’'s experience and more tailored services
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What more is needed to address criminalization of survivors and what work are you engaged with?
. ]

e Research into criminalization alternatives is essential to address the needs of criminalized survivors. Criminalization
is harmful for the survivor and their community and therefore, it is important that we account for the larger impacts
of criminalization when developing solutions for GBV survivors.

e Innovative avenues should be explored going forward, including restorative justice, transformative justice and
prevention methods.

¢ Community-based support and advocacy play a huge role in moving away from criminalization. Resource and
funding gaps for these organizations must be addressed, and commmunities need to be engaged through impact
statements, consultations, and other methods.

e A public education campaign to combat criminalization for marginalized communities such as immigrants and sex
workers.

¢ Law enforcement must be educated in trauma-informed practices

e Legal education should focus on bringing experts to the classroom and supplementing traditional legal education
with practice-based work.
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