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WHAT IS A BAIL?

Bail, also known as judicial interim release, is a court order that allows you to stay in the community while your case is in
the Court system. There are usually conditions attached to bail that must be followed. If you do not get bail, you will be
placed in custody (jail) until a judge or justice of the peace determines you are able to be released, your charges are
withdrawn, or you are found not guilty.

WHAT ARE BAIL HEARINGS?

——

A bail hearing is held with a judge or justice of the peace to determine if you should remain in custody or return to the
community while your case goes through the Court system.

PREPARE A BAIL PLAN:

¢ Where are you going to live while out on bail;
¢ Who is going to supervise you;
o Surety: This is when a person comes to Court and makes a promise to supervise you while you are on bail
o Bail Supervision Program: This is a program that can offer support and supervision while you are on bail if you do
not have financial resources or social support
¢ What are reasonable and necessary release conditions;
¢ If employed or in school, information about your employment or courses;
e How are you going to address the alcohol/drug issues that were part of the offence, if any;
e How are you going to keep track of Court dates and attending Court etc.
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WHAT HAPPENS AT BAIL HEARING

o Thereis a right to a bail hearing within 24 hours of you being arrested or, if a judge/justice of the peace is not
available, as soon as one is. You will have the opportunity to speak to your lawyer or duty counsel.

e Typically, the Crown Prosecutor will read the allegations against you based on information from the police.
Sometimes, the Crown Prosecutor can call a witness such as, the investigating police officer. It is important to stick to
your bail plan — don't talk about the charges.

e -Your lawyer could ask you to speak or call a potential surety to convince the Court that you will follow all your bail
conditions and attend scheduled Court dates if you are released on bail. The Crown Prosecutor can then ask you or
your surety questions.

e The judge will determine whether to grant bail or keep you in custody. Generally, the Court will consider how serious
the charges are, your record, and your bail plan. There are typically conditions if you are released on bail. You need to
obey all conditions otherwise you could be placed in jail and even be additionally charged with failure to comply with

your conditions.

RULES OF THE COURTROOM - SAFE PRACTICES

1.Be on time and clear the courtroom when instructed.

2.Maintain formality — it helps the judge maintain control of the courtroom.

3.Remain seated unless addressing the Court.

4.Watch your language and tone when speaking to and around courtroom participants.

5.Stay silent during the proceedings, unless called upon.

6.No food or drinks in the courtroom.

7.Place your phone on silent and hidden away during proceedings. It is illegal to record in the courtroom without the

explicit permission of the presiding jurist

8.Stand when the presiding jurist arrives at the bench.

9.Always address the judge as your Honour, or address the justice of the peace as your Worship
10.Be mindful of your facial expressions and be kind.
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