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Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic opened in 1985 to provide legal and counselling services for survivors of gender-based 
violence and soon added interpreter services for accessibility. Today, the Clinic is a nationally recognized leader in gender-
based violence response, offering trauma-informed legal representation, counselling, and interpretation in over 170 
languages. Serving thousands annually, it partners with 842 organizations and leads national consultations and international 
training initiatives. Rooted in intersectionality and survivor-centred practice, the Clinic remains committed to a world free of 
gender-based violence. 

Summary 
Antifeminist attitudes manifest through underrepresentation of women in political institutions, legal resistance to gender 
equality reforms, dismissal of gendered violence, underfunding of feminist services, and opposition to intersectional 
approaches. These dynamics perpetuate systemic barriers for women, particularly those who are racialized, Indigenous, or 
otherwise marginalized.  To address these challenges, we  recommend a  comprehensive strategy including: 
  
▪ Recognizing misogynistic extremism as a distinct threat 
▪ Regulating online platforms to curb gendered hate 
▪ Investing in gender-equity and consent education 
▪ Supporting men and boys through targeted prevention programs 
▪ Strengthening trauma-informed and survivor-centered GBV response systems 
▪ Protecting survivors from retaliatory litigation 
▪ Improving national data collection on misogyny, funding feminist organizations 
▪ Embedding intersectional analysis across federal policy 
 
Anti-Feminist Ideology in Law:  Anti-feminist arguments are often masked as concerns about “due process,” “false allegations,” 
or “men’s rights.” These narratives question the credibility of survivors; exaggerate the prevalence of false reports; position 
male perpetrators as survivors of feminist overreach and prioritize the protection of men’s reputations. Anti-feminist ideology 
manifests in the law through biases that prioritize male perspectives. In R. v. McLeod et al. (2025 ONSC 4319), the court focused 
on the accused’s perception of consent and rejected the actual, sworn testimony of the female survivor. Multiple male 
witnesses’ hearsay statements were believed over the survivor’s account of the events she experienced. Such cases illustrate 
how entrenched misogynistic myths and stereotypes perpetuate harm against survivors. 
 
Anti-feminist ideology in Canadian Politics: Women hold 30% of seats in Parliament yet are over half the population. 
Harassment and abuse, especially severe for Black, Indigenous and racialized women, drive this disparity. Misogynist racist, 
sexually violent attacks silence women and discourage political participation.2 

 
Anti-Feminist ideology in Media: Anti-feminist ideology is spreading through digital spaces such as incel communities, men’s 
rights groups and “manosphere” influencers. Hostility towards women, and claims that women are taking men’s jobs amplify 
harmful narratives like a “false allegations epidemic.”3 These networks normalize misogyny, reinforce gender hierarchies 
encourage and radicalize individuals towards harmful attitudes and actions. They can also seep into the justice system through 
juror bias, frontline responders and political pressure. 
 
Recommendations  
 

 
1 https://www.ourcommons.ca/committees/en/FEWO/StudyActivity?studyActivityId=13147239 
2 Lopresub, “ Women in the Parliament of Canada: Beyond the Numbers”, (25 September 2025) HillNotes 
3 Harriet Over et al, “Editorial Perspective: What do we need to know about the manosphere and young people's mental health”, (2025) Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Volume 30: 272-274 
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1. National Strategy:  Counter Anti-Feminist and Misogynistic Extremism:  Anti-feminist ideology increasingly overlaps with 
hate movements, online radicalization, and violent extremism, including violent attacks against women motivated by 
“incel” ideology.4 The federal government should recognize misogynistic extremism as a distinct threat and fund research 
into online anti-feminist networks, recruitment pathways, and links to violence.5 The government should fund initiatives that 
address anti-feminist misinformation as part of the National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence (NAP). 
 

2. Support Men and Boys:  Targeted Prevention Programs:  Research shows that anti-feminist ideology gains traction where 
men feel isolated and disenfranchised.6 Early-intervention programs for youth and men vulnerable to misogynistic 
radicalization can prevent harmful beliefs from escalating. Evidence-based strategies include healthy masculinity programs 
in schools, workplaces and communities, and initiatives addressing male loneliness, mental health and social 
disconnection. Mentorship programs for boys and young men can further build resilience against extremist messaging. 

 
3. Regulate Online Platforms:  Reduce Gendered Hate and Disinformation:  Online spaces are major drivers of anti-feminist 

ideology, amplifying harassment, disinformation, and misogynistic content.7 Canada should require platforms to remove 
violent misogynistic content in a timely manner and mandate transparency reports on gendered hate, incel content, and 
enforcement actions. Penalties for platforms that fail to protect users from targeted online harassment, doxing, or deepfake 
sexual exploitation should be strengthened. 

 
4. Invest in Education:  Confront Misogyny /Promote Gender Equality:  Long-term prevention of anti-feminist extremism 

requires early intervention and education. Gender equality, digital literacy, consent education, and healthy relationship 
curricula should be integrated from elementary through high school. Fund training on recognizing misogyny, coercive 
control, and dynamics of gender-based violence (GBV). Public awareness campaigns are essential to counter 
disinformation about feminism and GBV. 

 
5. Strengthen GBV Response Systems:  Anti-feminist narratives like “women lie” or “violence is mutual” harm justice 

outcomes and public perception. Mandatory trauma-informed, GBV-specific and anti-racist training for police, prosecutors 
and judges is essential. Survivor-centred risk assessments that recognize coercive control should guide bail, sentencing 
and protective orders. Funding must support culturally specific, Indigenous-led and newcomer-focused GBV services for 
equitable access to justice. 

 
6. Protect Survivors from Abuse Through Legal Systems:  Antifeminist ideology frequently manifests as court-based abuse, 

including false allegations and parental alienation tactics.8 The government should strengthen legal mechanisms to  limit 
vexatious litigation in both family and criminal courts. Survivors should have access to free, independent legal advice when 
navigating restraining orders, peace bonds, or criminal proceedings, and national standards should be developed to 
recognize coercive control. 

 
7. Improve National Data Collection:  Track Gendered Hate and Violence:  Data on hate-motivated violence against women 

and girls is limited. The government should collect disaggregated data (race, gender identity, region) and publish annual 
reports on gendered hate and GBV-related homicide. Transparent data will enable evidence-based policies that reflect 
survivors’ lived realities. 

 
8. Fund Research and Partnerships with Frontline Feminist Organizations:  Anti-feminist ideology erodes feminist 

organizations by delegitimizing their work and silencing survivors. Canada should ensure stable core funding for women’s 
centres, shelters, and legal clinics, and invest in research on emerging misogynistic violence. Feminist groups must be 
included in federal consultations on online harms, extremism, and criminal law reform to reflect lived realities. 

 
4 Shana MacDonald & Alysia Kolentsis, “The Stabbing Attack at the University of Waterloo Underscores the Dangers of Polarizing Rhetoric 
About Gender”, (30 June 2023) The Conversation 
5 Debra Haak & Myrna Dawson, “Sex motivated violence should be treated as a hate crime” (02 October 2025) The Conversation  
6 Brandon Sparks, Alexandra Zidenberg & Mark Olver, “One is the loneliness number: Involuntary celibacy (incel), mental health, and 
loneliness” 2023 
7 Jackie Neapole, Melissa Alig & Olivia Atsin, “Impact of Anti-Feminism and Regressive Movements in Canada: Findings from Regional 
Discussions” (2025) Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women 
8 Samantha Hills and Suzanne Zaccour, “Twisting the Truth: How Regressive Movements Exploit Myths about Intimate Partner Violence in 
Family Law”, (2025) National Association of Women and the Law (NAWL) 
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