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The Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic (the Clinic) provides frontline services to women who
have experienced intimate partner violence, family violence, and structural violence. These
services include legal representation, professional counselling, and language interpretation,
catering to women and gender diverse survivors from diverse racial, ethnocultural, and socio-
economic backgrounds. The Clinic is dedicated to addressing gender-based and sexual violence
comprehensively, considering the intersecting inequalities affecting women and gender-diverse
individuals.

Executive Summary

The Barbara Schlifer Commemorative Clinic urges the federal government to reverse the projected
80% reduction in funding to Women and Gender Equality Canada (WAGE). These reductions
threaten to dismantle critical infrastructure supporting survivors of gender-based violence (GBV),
including intimate partner violence, sexual violence, human trafficking, and economic coercion.
Without sustained investment, the federal government risks undermining its commitments under
the National Action Plan to End GBV and leaving survivors without the support they need to live
safely and with dignity. The Clinic’s April 2025 Report, Standing Firm: Focusing the Narrative on
Survivors’ Rights and the Long Road to Justicel, outlines how the erosion of core funding, the shift
toward short-term and project-based grants, and the lack of sustained investment in community-
based services undermine the rights, safety, and economic security of survivors. The report
emphasizes the need for long-term, survivor-informed, and intersectional feminist approaches to
public policy and funding, and calls for an ongoing and stable commitment to structural supports
that enable survivors to access justice, safety, and economic stability.

L https://www.schliferclinic.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/BSCC-Action-in-Support-of-Survivors-Rights-April-2025.pdf



Recommendations
1. Ensure full and sustained funding for WAGE to uphold Canada’s commitments to gender
equity? to WAGE and restore multi-year, core funding for feminist, survivor-led, and

community-based organizations.

The projected reduction in WAGE’s budget by 2027-283 will eliminate core operational funding for
hundreds of organizations that provide essential services to thousands of survivors of gender-
based violence (GBV). Multi-year, core funding is critical to ensure the stability and sustainability
of these organizations, allowing them to retain skilled staff, maintain trauma-informed
programming, and respond to emerging needs. Even if short-term, project-based funding is made
available, this approach does not support operational viability and leaves survivors regularly
abandoned and cut off from essential safety services. Without core funding, survivors will face
increased barriers to accessing justice, safety, and recovery services, particularly those from
marginalized communities. Federal investments should:

* Provide multi-year, core operational funding to frontline organizations.

» Ensure funding is flexible to meet evolving community needs.

= Prioritize organizations led by and serving Indigenous, Black, racialized, 2SLGBTQIA+,
disabled, and migrant communities.

2. Fully fund the National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence, with equitable
distribution to frontline organizations and accountability to survivors.

The National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence (GBV) represents both a national and
global commitment to addressing systemic violence. In a country where GBV has been declared an
epidemic in numerous local communities and cities, this commitment—grounded in a GBA+
(Gender-Based Analysis Plus) framework—is especially pertinent. The Plan is the most recent and
comprehensive national initiative aimed at ending GBV, reflecting a significant investment of time
and resources. However, without full and sustained funding, its implementation will falter,
government investment will be squandered, and survivors will be left with inadequate or no support
to escape violence. Continued and equitable distribution of funds must prioritize frontline,
community-based organizations that are closest to survivors and best positioned to deliver
culturally responsive, trauma-informed services. Robust accountability mechanisms must ensure
that survivors’ voices guide both the allocation and evaluation of resources.

2 https://www.criaw-icref.ca/statements/statement-on-wages-budget/
3 Women and Gender Equality Canada. Departmental Plan 2025-26. https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-
equality/transparency/departmental-plans/2025-2026.html



3. Recognize and address economic coercion and coercive debt as forms of GBV in federal

policy and funding frameworks.

Economic coercion, including coerced debt and financial control, is a pervasive yet under-
recognized form of GBV. Survivors often face long-term financial instability due to debts incurred
under duress or manipulation. Federal budget allocations must:

= Explicitly recognize economic coercion as a form of GBV in policy frameworks.

» Fund legal, financial, and credit-repair supports for survivors.

= Support advocacy and education initiatives to raise awareness and build capacity across
sectors.

4. Invest in social infrastructure — including housing, legal aid, income supports, and
immigration regularization — as essential to violence prevention and survivor recovery.

Safe housing, access to legal representation, stable income, and secure immigration status are
foundational to a survivor’s ability to escape and recover from violence. Federal investments
must:

= Expand access to affordable, safe, and supportive housing for survivors.

* Increase funding for legal aid and income support programs.

* Ensure pathways to immigration regularization for survivors with precarious status.

* Prioritize funding for survivors facing intersecting barriers such as racism, ableism, and

poverty.

5. Reject carceral and punitive responses to GBV in favour of trauma-informed, community-

based, and non-criminalizing approaches.

Survivors often experience harm and retraumatization within the criminal legal system,
particularly those who are Indigenous, Black, racialized, migrant, and/or subjected to criminal
penalties. Federal budget should:

= Support the development and scaling of non-carceral responses such as restorative justice,
community accountability, and culturally grounded supports.

* Fund community-based organizations that deliver trauma-informed services and prioritize
survivor autonomy and healing.

= Ensure that GBV responses are guided by survivors and rooted in principles of equity and
justice.



Context and Rationale

The way the 2025-2026 Departmental Plan for WAGE is currently framed, it signals a drastic
reduction in available resources—an 80% funding reduction that far exceeds the government’s
15% departmental reduction target. This framing suggests a gap in the planning process. This will
eliminate core funding for hundreds of feminist organizations, dismantle the 2SLGBTQI+
Secretariat, and undermine the National Action Plan to End GBV. WAGE's total planned spending
for 2025-26 is $407.1 million, with $383 million allocated to its core responsibility of advancing
gender equality. By 2027-28, this budget is projected to fall to $78.5 million — a reduction of
$328.6 million, or over 80%.4

These are not abstract numbers — they represent lives and futures. The cost of GBV in Canada is
staggering: over 11 million people have experienced intimate partner violence since age 15; $7.4
billion is the estimated annual economic cost of spousal violence alone; 95% of human trafficking
victims are women and girls, and 89% are under 35; and 102 women and girls are killed each year
in gender-related homicides, 93% by male partners or family members.5 To uphold Canada’s
commitments to gender equity, survivor-centered policy, and GBA+ principles, it is imperative that
the final budget allocate sufficient funding to WAGE to bridge the gap identified in the
Departmental Plan and ensure continuity of essential programs.

Impact on Survivors and Communities

The Clinic provides essential, life-saving services to thousands of survivors each year, including
legal representation, trauma-informed counselling, and multilingual interpretation. Projected
reductions in federal funding jeopardize the Clinic’s ability to deliver these critical supports. These
changes will severely restrict access to justice for survivors navigating complex family,
immigration, and criminal legal systems; erode culturally and linguistically appropriate services;
and intensify economic insecurity for those already facing systemic barriers. Moreover, they will
result in sector-wide job losses, destabilizing the very workforce that sustains survivor support
across the country.

Federal investment must be sustained and expanded—not reduced—to uphold Canada’s
commitments under the National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence. Survivors cannot
wait. The cost of inaction will be measured in lives lost, safety compromised, and justice denied.

4 lbid.

> Statistics Canada. Gender-based violence and intimate partner violence statistics.
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca
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