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Marissa started her journey in women’s rights doing field work with different organizations 
around the world. From her community research in Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, Europe, 
Canada and more, she has studied the social position of women and girls in different countries, as 
well as the greater societal impact of violence against women.  
 
Through both her international and local work, Marissa has fostered deep relationships with 
fellow women’s rights defenders and advocates around the world. Marissa has held lasting and 
loyal friendships with survivors of human trafficking and gender-based violence in different 
places. Her work supporting survivors of sex trafficking began while she was living in Italy - her 
Mother’s birthplace - teaching English as a Second Language. Marissa strongly believes that ‘the 
sisterhood’ can help heal immense trauma, including her own experiences with violence. 
 
After a long time away from her hometown of Toronto, Marissa returned to Canada in 2013 and 
founded Aura Freedom International, plunging head-first into projects and programs addressing 
gender-based violence and sexual exploitation in Canada and internationally. Her community 
research on child marriage and human trafficking in South Asia has been recognized by different 
human rights organizations and presented at feminist conferences globally. Marissa has managed 
humanitarian projects funded by Global Affairs Canada and carried out by Aura Freedom in the 
Global South in post-disaster settings. She has led, managed, and funded the rebuilding of a 
school in Nepal for 250 disadvantaged children which was destroyed in the 2015 earthquake 
and served as a refuge for girls particularly at risk of trafficking and violence. Marissa has 
consulted at the Municipal, Provincial and Federal levels of government for strategies, action 
plans, policies and legislation addressing gender-based violence and human trafficking in 
Canada, advocating for intersectional, human rights-based approaches with a focus on Primary 
Prevention efforts. She has designed, created and written numerous award-winning violence 
prevention programs, training curricula, campaigns, briefs and reports. In 2023, it was Marissa 
who initiated the Urgent Call to Action to have Intimate Partner Violence declared an epidemic in 
Toronto. 
 
Marissa is a member of several national and international coalitions and advisory bodies 
addressing violence against women and human trafficking. Her ability to forge strong 
relationships with fellow feminists in the global anti-GBV community is particularly notable. It is 
rare to see the type of sisterhood that Marissa has fostered among her colleagues both within 
Aura Freedom and in the wider GBV sector. But this solidarity does not end with those she works 
with – Marissa is also a steadfast supporter and advocate for women and girls experiencing 
violence in her own community, both in Toronto and overseas. It is common to see Marissa 
engaging in daily survivor support, safety planning, referrals to services, court support, and more, 
beyond her work with Aura Freedom.  
 
Marissa’s passion for addressing the root causes of violence against women and advancing 
systemic change through grassroots advocacy are evident in every project she undertakes. 
Marissa believes in the transformative power of placing knowledge and resources into the hands 
of women, and her ability to build the feminist movement and mobilize support is unparalleled. 
Drawing on both her musical theatre experience and creative writing skills, she has a unique talent 
for moving people through her words and creative expression, further amplifying her impact as 
an advocate. Marissa’s energetic nature is infectious. She approaches challenges head-on, never 



shying away from difficult conversations, while remaining compassionate in the face of the many 
atrocities that Aura Freedom works to eradicate. Her dream is to see peace and freedom 
enjoyed by all women and girls, but it’s her love for her daughter that keeps the beat of her 
heart. 
 


